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Alain Leroy Locke
Legacy & Contemporary Importance




Locke like Plato
& Aristotle
— MLK

“We’re going to let
our children know
that the

only philosophers
that lived were

not Plato and
Aristotle, but W.E.B.
Du Bois and Alain
Locke came

through the

/4

universe.”

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
“Address Delivered at Poor
People’s Campaign Rally.”
March 19, 1968. Clarksdale,
MS (THTa), 7 pp. [p. 7].
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Papers, 1950-1968, Mss.
680319-002. Martin Luther
King, Jr., Center for
Nonviolent Social Change,
Inc., Atlanta, Georgia.
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Most [nfluential
African
American

“Locke [was] the
most influential

African American
intellectual born
between W. E. B. Du
Bois and Martin

Luther King, Jr.”

Leonard Harris & Charles
Molesworth, Alain L. Locke:
Biography of a Philosopher
(Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2008), 3.



Locke’s Significance

@ Race amity and Q@ Baha'i “Race Amity”
multiculturalism intersectin ~ participant/organizer.
Alain Locke. Q Philosopher of Democracy.

Q First African American Q “Redefined” democracy by
Rhodes Scholar (1907). widening its scope to nine

Q@ Associated with the birthof  dimensions:
“cultural pluralism™ which @ Local, Moral, Political,

Locke called “a New Economic, Cultural, Racial,
Americanism”) precursor of  Socjal, Spiritual and World
multiculturalism (1907). Democracy.
Q “Dean” of the Harlem
Renaissance (1925). P—— AR N
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A Founder of
Cultural
Pluralism

“Locke more recently
has become best
known as one of the
founders of

what we today know
as multiculturalism,
though his phrase for
it was cultural

pluralism.”

Leonard Harris & Charles
Molesworth, Alain L. Locke:
Biography of a Philosopher

(Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2008), 3.
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Race Amity
Leader

“If they will but see
it, because of their
complementary
qualities, the two
racial groups have
great spiritual need,
one of the other.”

— Alain Locke, The Negro in
America (Chicago: American
Library Association, 1933),
50.



| Locke Holds Smashing of Humanity’s

Barriers Civilization's Present Need

Howard University Professor Views Elimina-
tion of Bars Between Races. Sexes and
Nations as Necessity for Progress

@ No more progressive step can be made in
our present civilization than the breaking
down of the barriers which separate races,
sexes and nations.

— Alain Locke (1930)
Source: The New York Amsterdam News (26 March 1930): 11.
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1907

First Black
Rhodes
Scholar

Race uplifted

“In what he has
achieved, a race has

I(4
The young Negro 4 ”
has just won a been uplifted.
Rhodes scholarship —I | | |
> William C. Bolivar, “Alain
for: Pennsylvama LeRoy Locke.” African
[He] is the first Negro Methodist Ep(:sclopal Ch)urch
Review 24.1 (July 1907): 19.
to get a Rhodes.”
New York Daily Tribune,

Sunday, March 17, 1907, p.
8.

Friday, June 10, 2011



\§
Alain Leroyiclge &

Oxford Cosmopolitan Club (1907
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Keys to Locke’s Thought

Philosophy
Josiah Royce ‘Abdu’l-Baha Langston Hughes
Harvard Philosopher Baha'l Leader Harlem Renaissance

Poet

Friday, June 10, 2011



Hariem
Art

[or Race Amity
& Democracy




Art for Amity

The Negro question ... is just as much, and even
more seriously, the question of democracy.

I believe there would be a profound change of
social attitude toward the Negro if we were more
generally aware of the high cost of prejudice.

Enlightened self-interest would then operate to
forestall the inevitable consequences of social
shortsightedness.

For successful peoples are rated, and rate
themselves, in terms of their best. Racial and
national prestige is, after all, the product of the
exceptional few.

Cultural recognition ... means ... the conscious
scrapping of the mood and creed of “white
supremacy.” ...

For what? For making possible free and unbiased
contacts between the races on the selective basis
of common interests and mutual consent.

— Alain Locke (1927)

Source: “The High Cost of Prejudice” in “Should the
Negro Be Encouraged to Cultural Equality?” Forum
78 (October 1927): 500-510.

Alain Locke, Passport Photo (1922)
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1928

“our First
National
Book™

“The New Negro ... is
perhaps our first
national book,
offering not only a
description of
streams of tendency
in our collective lives
but also an actual
construction within
its pages of the
sounds, songs,
images, and signs of
a nation.”

Houston A. Baker, Jr.,
Modernism and the
Harlem Renaissance

(Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1987), 85.
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THE NEW NEGRO

AN INTERPRETATION

EDITED BY ALAIN LOCKE

DECODAT ION
DODTDNT/

BOOK

VVINOLD
RElLe”

%

ALBERTANCCHARLE/ BONI

NEWYORK

1925

.

’

-
l—

Over 4,300 sold

by 1931.

Launched
the Harlem
Renhaissance

“To all of this the
New Negro is keenly
responsive as an
augury of a new
democracy in
American culture.”

Alain Locke, The New
Negro: An Interpretation
(New York: Albert &
Charles Boni, 1925), 9.



Winold Reiss, circa 1920
(1886-1953), a white
Bavarian artist.

Cover, imaginative
designs, and seventeen
portraits by Reiss
illustrate The New Negro:
An Interpretation, edited
by Alain Locke.

Winold Reiss
Alain Leroy Locke, in
The New Negro: An
Interpretation (1925)
Page/Plate Number:
facing page 6.
Schomburg Center for
Research in Black
Culture / Manuscripts,
Archives and Rare Books
Division
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1926

“To James Weldon
Johnson, in esteem
and cordial regard,

Alain Leroy Locke,

June 20, 1926”

Yale Collection of
American Literature,
Beinecke Rare Book and
Manuscript Library, Folder
1025, Image ID Number

3600164.
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“Because it shatters
traditions and
smashes stereotypes,
it comes in the
nature of a flashing
revelation. ... There is
not a more vitally
important book for
Americans now
offered to the
public.”

— James Weldon Johnson,
for a brochure promoting The
New Negro. Qtd. in Harris &
Molesworth, Alain L. Locke: A
Biography (2008), 211.




Harmon Foundation.

Art Exhibits

@ Atthe 1931 Harmon Foundation Art
Exhibit, Locke presented an award to
sculptor, Richmond Barthe.

@ The next slide is one of two rare

(silent) films of Alain Locke.

1931
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Promoter of African American Arts

Dr A!Qo". ch::'lo} PrO."ﬁ‘LSOV O‘
Philosophy at Howard Univer

sty, visits the Exhibit with Rich-
mond Barthé, the sculplor

1931
Alain Locke & Richmond Barté, Sculptor
The Negro and Art
(Harmon Foundation, 1933)
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Audio of Alain Locke's Voice

“The Negro Spiritual

] REEMM————-——




Harvard
Philosophy

ol Multiculturalism




Protessor of Philosophy & Writer

1937
“Dr. Alain Locke, at his desk.”
Negro Notables: Negro Education and Art in the U.S.
(Harmon Foundation in 1937)
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1907

Horace Kallen
Coins
“Cultural
Pluralism™...

At Oxford,
recommencing
their earlier
conversation at
Harvard, Locke
asked Kallen, “[W]
hat difference does
the difference [of
race] make?” “In
arguing out those
questions,” Kallen
recounts, “the
phrase ‘cultural
pluralism’ was
born.”
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Locke (Oxford

Horace Kallen

in talks with
Alain Locke

Elsewhere, Kallen
says: “l used it first
around 1906 or
1907 when Alain
Locke was in a
section of a class at
Harvard where |
served as assistant
to Mr. George
Santayana.”

1924

First used in print:
Horace M. Kallen,
Culture and

Democracy in the

United States (New

York: Boni and
Liveright, 1924).




Cosmorpolitan
Pluralism

® Alain Locke
achieved a
brilliant synthesis
between the
claims of the
particular and the
universal.

® His
cosmopolitanism
offered hope for a
merger without
fusion on the
ground of
democratic
culture.

® Locke vigorously
pursued black civil
rights without
restricting his
focus to African
Americans;

LIFE

' LIFE (18 Nov. 1946): 11

\

. -
i

@

@

He thus avoided
both assimilation
and black
separatism.

Like W. E. B. Du Bois
—but with greater
consistency
perhaps—Locke
championed a
democratic cultural
pluralism

while simultaneous
ly exerting his
indefatigable
energy on behalf of
efforts aimed at
achieving racial
justice for

African Americans.

Everett Helmut Akam,

“Merger Without
Fusion: Alain Locke’s
Cosmopolitan
Pluralism.”
Transnational America:
Cultural Pluralist
Thought in the
Twentieth Century
(Lanham, MD: Rowman
& Littlefield, 2002), 139-
166 [139-140].
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Unfinished

The crux of this inner
conflict is whether
our vision of world

democracy can clear-

sightedly cross

the color line ... Color
becomes the acid test
of our fundamen-

tal honesty in putting
into practice the
democracy we preach.
.. The parity of peoples
is the main moral issue
of this global conflict.
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i

UNFINIJHED BU/INE %
DEMOCRACY

NEGROE/ U./LA.

THE N

SURVEY *

IGRAPHIC

| peoples of the world.

o

W WO LD TMHE O

Democracy

... The Phalanx of the
United Nations unites
an unprecedented

- assemblage of the

races, cultures and

Could this war-born
assemblage be welded
by a constructive peace
into an effective world
order ... world
democracy would be
within reach of
attainment.

— Alain Locke, “The
Unfinished Business of
Democracy,” Survey

Graphic 31 (November
1942): 455-461 [456].




Locke’s Philosophy of Democracy

Local democracy (“local citizenship”).

Moral democracy (“the ideal of the moral
equality of human beings ... freedom of
worship and the moral Liberty of
conscience.”).

Political democracy (“the ideal of political
equality: (1) equality before the law; (2)
political citizenship ... freedom of the
individual ... fundamental rights of man ...
‘Liberty, equality and fraternity’.”)

Economic democracy (“economic equality of
opportunity”).

Cultural democracy (“mutual respect for our
various group differences and a working
reciprocity among our various minorities”).

Racial democracy (“race equality”).
Social democracy (“social justice”).

Spiritual democracy (“basic spiritual
reciprocity on the principle of unity in
diversity.”).

World democracy (“a constructive peace
into an effective world order — one based
on the essential parity of peoples and a truly
democratic reciprocity of cultures ... of
thoroughgoing internationalism”).
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Locke’s Definition of Democracy

IO make America lTUIg American

® Ina democracy built out of many peoples by this great historical
process of immigration, the only safe principle of democracy is
that embodied in this conception of democracy:—

® A democracy is a system of government and corporate living in
which there 1s no distinction between minority and majority
rights; and under which Life 1s safe and equally abundant for all
minorities.

® In historical perspectivel,] this is reallK the distinctive foundation
|al] principle of American life. Qur task today is to make America
truly and consistently American.

® _ Alain Locke, MSRC, Box 164-141, Folder 14.



“Cosmopolitan Pluralist”

1937
Alain Locke, Washington, DC
Negro Notables: Negro Education and Art in the U.S.
(Harmon Foundation in 1937)
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Flesh &
Blood of
Democracy

“Constitutional
guarantees, legal
and civil rights,
political machinery
of democratic action
and control are, of
course, the skeleton
foundation of
democracy, but you
and | know that
attitudes are the
flesh and blood of
democracy, and that
without their vital
reenforcement [sic]
democracy is really

moribund or dead.”

“That is my reason
for thinking that in
any democracy, ours
included, the crucial
issue, the test
touchstone of
democracy is
minority status,
minority protection,
minority rights.”

Source: “The Preservation
of the Democratic

Ideal” (1938). In “Alain
Locke: Four Talks
Redefining Democracy,
Education, and World
Citizenship.” Edited and
introduced by Christopher
Buck & Betty J. Fisher.
World Order 38.3
(2006/2007): 21-41 [24].

Photo: July 23, 1941, New
York. Yale Collection of
American Literature,
Beinecke Rare Book and
Manuscript Library. Image
ID Number 1095991.
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Haifa

Religion
as the Spirit of Democracy
& Multiculturalism




1114

Awarded
Harvard
Ph.D.

& joined the
Baha’i Faith

See “Baha’i
Historical Record”

Dissertation: card that Locke
The Problem of completed and
Classification in the signed in 1935.

Theory of Value: or
an Outline of a
Genetic System of
Values.
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Baha'i Historical Record

Date of acceptance o the Baha I Faith: 1918
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Baha'1 Historical Record

Signature: “Alain Leroy Locke




“Salvation of Democracy”

® America’s democracy must begin at home
with a spiritual fusion of all her
constituent peoples in brotherhood, and in
an actual mutuality of life.

@ Until democracy ... establishes itself in
human hearts, it can never institutionally
flourish.

@ Moreover, America’s reputation and moral
influence in the world depends on the
successful achievement of this vital
spiritual democracy ...

@ Baha’i Principles and the leavening of our
national life with their power, is to be
regarded as the salvation of democracy. In
this way only can the fine professions of
American ideals be realized.

— Alain Locke (1925)

Source: Qtd. in “The Bah4'i Congress at Green
Acre,” Star of the West 16.1 (April 1925): 525.
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14323 Locke as Baha'i; Chicago Defender

PAGE TEN THE CHICAGO DEFENDER - « « RELIAELE FOR 233 YEARS SATUKDAY. JUNE &1, 1

Baha'i Movement Seen as Hope of Religion

———————————— e e —— e — —

West Side Attracts New Philosophy Wipes Out|And the End Is Death!’

By SV L ADAMY
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“M';&‘M'i;f—'gm l.‘hl."dﬂ a6 LA O e s e oF e oM mashes ey

s vimie | Race, Color and Creed |[EE=ses—o=

Thriviag Besiness Center

Manrs Ban bowy %t 908 Cvama Yompan " oley oov Yo

e e Wilmette Temple L

Py cimimat by e o b gu e W

By A K PELOS e e f
e o of Light a Thing o
The sie of Thlie. whams s By it =
i b O somssnmarion of O s bon. hat mbde & e’ - )
o SN Sline oF en and wamen of Yalee 1 o umasszng Beauty 5
Batn. N6 ot hadt oF D L Bt Do 0 O 0n,
Wher I gualy o0 sembevn B v g W D Naee arwlan S -2
By LOVIS T, CARCONY
VILEETTE 3. Ths metildd vilage. » wiberh of e
*od vwien tesven Tk e vy of Tcnge. ags snesaly MEENr & EANATRg l'
- | . GReg e D% asseniiage o Be sarn e o I

citement.‘ Among the prominent Col-
ored Baha'is may be mentioned Dr,
Alain Locke, Rhode’s scholar and pro-
fessor of philosophy of Howard uni-

arsity: Mrs. Coralie Franklin Cook,
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“Racial Boundaries Disappear”

[Ouis Gregorg—“BaLa,i Movemen]t,” CLicago
Delender (June 17, 1933), p. 10.

The Baha'i religion ... demolishes all superstitions, all
prejudices.

Here racial boundaries disappear as men gaze upon the souls and
characters of their fellows ...

Here men and women have the same rights and neither tries to
enslave the other.
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“The Power to Unify Mankind”

[Ouis Gregorg—“BaLa,i Movemen]t,” CLicago
Delender (June 17, 1933), p. 10.

Here each person must investigate and see the truth for himself.
Here religion and science in their common origin support each other.
Here is encouragement ... to speak one language.

It has the power to unify mankind.



14923 Locke as Baha'i: Pittsburgh Courier

The Pittsburgh Courier . : JATURDAY, JUNE 17,y
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Locke as Baha'i: Pittsburgh Courier

® “To discriminate against

any race ... is a flagrant
violation of the spirit
that animates the Faith
of Baha’u’llah,” declares
Shoghi Effendi of the
Bahai faith in his book
‘The Advent of Divine
justice’.”

“Among some of the
national colored leaders
who have been
attracted to the Bahai
cause are Alain Locke ...
professor of philosophy
at Howard University ...
and the late Robert S.
Abbott, publisher of the
Chicago Defender.”

— “Writer Hits Race Bias In

Book.” The Pittsburgh
Courier (Dec. 25, 1943): 16.
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1943 Locke as Baha'i: NY Times

16 L.+ THE NEW YORK TIMES, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1943.

BAHA’I
BAHA'T FAITH 483 S &t
Sunday—2:15 P. M.—-YOUTH RALLY
Speakers: DR. HARRY OVERSTREET

DR. ALAIN LOCKE 2
4:15 P. M.—-Dr. Locke, ‘“World Ultimatum
Mon., 8:15—Study Class, Dr. Ali-Kuli Khan

NEW YORK AMSTERDAM NEWS Saburday, Dotoher 25, 1943

 BAHA'IFAITH

119 WEST 57th STREET
‘Meeting Every Sunday, 4:15 P, M.!
SUNDAY, OCT. 2ith |

2:15 P. M. Youth Rally

!

1

|

l Speakers: Dr, Horry Overstreet
. Dr. Alain lLocke

1:14:15 P. M. Dr. Alain Locke '
| “World Ulhmatum";

| i Mon, B.15 Baha'i Study Class,
De. Ali-XKuli Khon

!Free Admission All W clcomc
| Send for Lecture Program
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1452 Locke as Baha'i: Ebony

FAITH

Oaly church in world that
pot discriminate

HATE WOMEN

" a3 - ¥
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Washington, DG
The Birth

oI Race Amity
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‘Abdu’l-Baha
Ihaugurates
Race Amity
Conferences

Photo: Abdu’l-Bahd, New
York, 1912. From the
Collection of Albert C.
Killius. Courtesy of the
Spiritual Assembly of the
Bahd’is of Springfield,
lllinois. Published as
frontispiece in Christopher
Buck, Paradise and
Paradigm: Key Symbols in
Persian Christianity and
the Bahd’i Faith (Albany:
State University of New
York Press, 1999).




W.E.B. Du
Bois &
‘Abdu’l-Baha

#® As editor of The
Crisis, W. E. B. Du
Bois ran a series
called “Men of the
Month.”

#® This column
regularly featured
African American
men (and women)
of interest.

® In aremarkable
departure from
this practice, Du
Bois devoted the
first part of the
May 1912 column
to ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

® The Crisis 4.1

(May 1912): 14-16.
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Du Bois:

#® In the June 1912

issue, Du Bois
published one of
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
speeches
presented at the
Fourth Annual
Conference of the
NAACP.

After ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s death on
November 28,
1921, Du Bois
wrote:

“Two men sit high
before the world
today—Eugene
Debs and Abdul
Baha. One is free
of chains which
should never have
bound him—the
other [‘Abdu’l-
Baha] of Life which
he tried to free of
race and national
prejudice.”




“Breathless silence ... prolonged applause.”

® “(On Tuesday, April 23d
[sic], Abdue (51c) Baha, the
venerable Persian, leader of
the Baha (sic) movement,
. addressed the student
and faculty of Howard
University. The occasion
was Impressive ... as in
flowing oriental robes thls
speaker gave his message.”

“He was received with such
fervor that the breathless
silence during his address
was followed by prolonged
applause, causing him to
bow acknowledgments and
give a second greeting.”

Source: The Washington Bee,
Vol. 32, Iss. 51 (May 25, 1912) 3.
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‘Abdu’l-Baha, Howard Umiversity, April 23, 1912

® “Strive earnestly, and put forth your greatest
endeavor toward the accomplishment of this
fellowship and the cementing of this bond of
brotherhood between you.”

® “Each one should endeavor to develop and assist
the other toward mutual advancement. ... Love and
unity will be fostered between you, thereby
bringing about the oneness of mankind.”

® “For the accomplishment of unity between the
colored and white will be an assurance of the
world’s peace.”

Friday, June 10, 2011



Blacks & Whites

@ A meeting such as this seems like a beautiful
cluster of precious jewels—pearls, rubies,
diamonds, sapphires. It is a source of joy and

delight.

@ |In the clustered jewels of the races may the blacks
be as sapphires and rubies and the whites as
diamonds and pearls.

@ How glorious the spectacle of real unity among
mankind!

@ This is the sign of the Most Great Peace; this is the
star of the oneness of the human world.
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Race Amity Leaders

Agnes Parsons Louis G. Gregory Dr. Alain Locke
Washington, DC Washington, DC Washington, DC
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‘Abdu’l- To Arrange
Baha Asks Convention
Agnes for Racial
Parsons Amity
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‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Instructions to Agnes Parsons (1920)

® One evening at supper time when there were @ | then made an appeal. | said: “Mr. and Mrs.

about twenty, twenty-two or twenty-four So and So will also help me.” This man was
people at the table Abdul Baha suddenly in official life and | thought they could help
turned to me, quite out of the blue. .. and me, at that moment. He said: “He is
said: “l want you to arrange a convention in interested in his own people, but she might
Washington for amity between the colored help you.”
ite.” ~\\ 7)Y
| Andthy phis A “@°’Well, then a very extraordinary thing
@ | thought | would like to go through the floor, happened. | felt suddenly the power of his

because | did not feel | could do it. He said: creative words. . . . | was really getting the

| “You must have people to help you.” | waited confidence that of course was necessary,
for more instructions and he said nothing and Abdul Baha said absolutely nothing
more. more to me.

Bahai Temple Unity, Proceedings of the Annual Meeting, 1922, p. 308, Baha’i
Temple Unity Records., National Baha’i Archives (U.S.). Qtd. in Gayle Morrison, To
Move the World: Louis G. Gregory and the Advancement of Racial Unity in America

(Wilmette, IL: Baha’i Publishing Trust, 1982), 136.
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Senator o gives
Moses . B Agnes
Edwin . I Parsons
Clapp advice ...
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Agnes Parsons asks Sen. Clapp for Advice

® On Tuesday last | met at Mrs. Boyle’shy @ He spoke of the importance of enlisting

appointment ex. Senator Clapp, a man of the sympathies of society women who
ripened experience & tender heart who stand for betterment & letting the work
for years has been a friend of the be under their auspices.”

colored. By temperament he is a man of 2 He did not approve of announcing the

force & action but life has taught him'to>_ “"”Conventlon under Bahai auspices

| be cautious.” because we would then antagonize
| @ When | asked him: ‘Must we not stand people of other religions.”
for the abolition of Jim Crow cars? & c. ® Source: Notenad cobv of letter. dated
& c¢.’ he replied: ‘Carry this work into the Dec. 25' 1920pby Ag%s Parsor,ls fo

spiritual realm & let this be a Convention

Fazel. A P P
to create sentiment’.” Jenabe Fazel. Agnes Parsons Papers,

Box 20: Notes—Race Amity Convention
DC, 1921, National Bahd’i Archives.

1= -3 e - - - 2 e e s e DA T N n

Friday, June 10, 2011



Locke Invited to Amity Committee:

Contribution to first Convention for Amity not known, yet
warranted appointments to amity committees for next decade.

Saturday, 14 May [1921]
My dear Friend:

We are arranging for a little meeting of consultation
on Monday afternoon next at 2:30 o’clock with all
those who are in town, or will be at that time, and
who are on the program. We are especially desirous
of having you with us.

If it is not entirely convenient for you to meet with
us, please telephone me as soon as you can and we
will try and arrange for another hour.

The kindest greetings for your lovely mother, and
with more than the mere regard of,

Your friend sincerely,

Mariam Haney

A ‘*3""‘{ !;;' >
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The Washington Post

“To Aid Race Friendliness”

May 15, 1921, p. 21.

PR — SOUR U — — t——

oo o

- RACE FRIENDLINESS

White and Colored People to
Mingle This Week at First
Congregational Church.

GATHERING IS NATION-WIDE

Negro Songs Will Be Heard.
Topiocs Will Cover Variety of
Pertinent Questions,

Ropresentatives from nearly every
State in the Unfon wlill be present for
the flrat convention for amity be.
tween the colored and the white races
which i3 to be held in the First Con-
grogational church Thursday, YFriday
and 8Baturday. The object I8 to pro-
mote a better understanding of all by
nll and to create sentiment.

Music at the Friday morning ses-
sion will Include a violin solo by
Joseph Douglass, "The Qypsy Song."
Louls: C. Gregory will give a short
talk on “The New Springtime,’

To Discyss Nationalization,

Dr. A. L. Locke, of Howard uni-
versity, will act as chairman at the
meoting Friday evening. Alfred Mar-
tin, of the Ethica 1Culture society of
New York city, will glve an addross
on “The New Internationalism and
Its Spiritual PFactors,' Miss Lula
Vere Chllders, of the Howard Uni-
varsity Conservatory of Muslc, will
present the Howard university chorus
in excerpts from the "Hiawatha
Trilogy,” by 8. Coleridge .Taylor. Al-
bert R, Vall, of Chicago, wlill speak
on “The Radlant Century of the Pass-
ing of Prejudice.”

Mountfort Milills, of New York city,
will preside at the session Baturday
morning. Willlam H. Randall, of
‘Boston, will present A New Pathway
to Universal Peace. Dr., C. Sumner
Wormley will sing two numbers,
“Thou Art Risen" and “The Warrior.,"
Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, of lLos An-
geles, Calif., will speak on "Bible
‘Prophecles of Universal Brotherhood.”

Saturday evening, Howard MacNutt,
of Brooklyn, is the chairman. Mrs.
Coralie Cook will speak on "Colored
Poets and Thelr Poetry.” A few of
these poems will be sung by the
Howard Unlversity (les club.
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Old First Congregational Church

Archival photo courtesy of
Rev. John H. Mack (d. 2008)
April 17, 2006.
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Fnt Race Amity Conference

® Held in Old First Congregational Church, 10th & G,
NW, the first racially integrated church in
Washington, DC.

Estimated 1500 attended.

All session chairs were Baha'i.

Alain Locke served as Session Chair on Friday
evening, May 21.

The Howard University chorus performed.

Solo violinist Joseph Douglass, grandson of
abolitionist, Frederick Douglass, performed as well.

> & ™

®@ @
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“A New Commandment | give unle that hove one
another.™ Nas /5

wlemme Chosor

Convention for Amitp

Between the Colored and White Ruces
Waned on Brsvrnly Conchings

My 19, 20 am 21

Conpregutional Ehureeh

101 and & Fieacte X. W,
Washisgen. B. €.

Facning Besvions 1000 o' decd  Evening Pesvlons 8:30 o' dech

Half 3 contury ago wn Amenca slavery was alolided

Now there has arisen need {or ancther great eflon i erder tha
greyudice may be overcome.

Correction of the prevemt wrong requires no army, for The
field of action s the hearts of our citioems.  The matrument 5o be
wied i adotss, the ammuontin—understanding  The actors in
this engagement for right are all the mbabviants of these Unned

States.

The great work we have 10 do and for which this comventicn
calied in the establishment of amvty Letween the white and colored

people of our land,

When we have pot our own Bowse in order, then we may bw
trwssed 10 carry the message of eniveral peace to all mankoed

“Undon and harmony are (he conse of (he order of the world
and the Uife of sationa™ o,
-—Ml‘

T tvence.

Chovwman, Mr. Winasaw M Raxpazs of Bosion
Imvocanen .. . v Rew, Dr. Jasow Nosux Piosce
Musc—* w&yclu'
Address—"The Relation of the Tumes 10 World-Wide Poaace™
Ex-Sesator Mossax B Coarr
Address—"The Radiast Century of the Pasung of odice™
Mr. Aamv':d&qo
Heart Songs of & People Dunbar Community Sengen
Mr. W, Scorr Mavo, Diwector
Mrs. Gasmioies Prunas

-ldem'
“1 mm Hear Nobedy I'ray
“Co Down, Moses™
“Standing in the Need of Prayer.’

"WmYo-T\tn\\h'ﬂchnt“ My Lord ™

Solo—~ Knows™ and I Furlrgh
— M Hu;?eun.”
Solo"Mammy ™ AV Marvem Cond
Master Lunoar Coox

- — - —

Friday Morning, May 2000

Chovrman, Mr. Aty Van of Oicago
Addrev—"The New Co-operation™  Honorable Turcoosr Buates
Address "Racial Undersaandag™ Mr. € Lzx Coox of Lovon e

Vidlia Solo—"The Cypay Song™ .5 Colerdye Tayiw
MNr, Josern Dovcrass
Addrens—"The New Sprngrime”™.

Mr Loun G Cascosy
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Violinist
Joseph

Douglass

Abolitionist
Frederick

Douglass
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“This world of curs ls one city.”

—Epctetus.

Fridsy Evening, May 200k

Chevrman, Dr. A. L. Locxe of Howard University

Address—"Dutics sad Responsibilicies of Citszenship™
Hooorable Marrix B, Maszoen
Music—Miss Luvnv Vear Cunsess, Dean Howard Usiver
nryﬁh.uvuuyol Music, will presest the Howard Uné-
versity Chorus i excerpts from “Hiawstha Trilogy™ by
e Anglo-Alfrican composer, S. Coleridge Taylor
Address—"The New Internationalises and Its Spiriteal Factors™
Mr. Auraso Masrin of New York

Saturday Morning, May 2ist

Chowmen, Mr. Mousrroay Miss of New York

Prayer. . st Ona Censox
Address—"A New Pathway 10 Universal Peace™
Mr. Winiuan H, Raxpact of Boston
Vocal Selos—(a) “Thou Ant Risen™ 5. Coleridge Tayler
g) “The Warbae™. . Burieigh
. C Susmwzz Wosnesy

Address—"Babie Prophecies of Usiversal Brotherhood ™

Mr. Amuan Somnas of Califorma

Saturday Evenlng, May 21st
Chairmen, Mr. Howass MacNury of Brooklyn

Address—"Colored Poets 3ad Their
Nmn Fraxxoin Coox

Mosic o . .. Howaso Usrviasiry Gers Cous
Mr. W, Rovy Toass, Dievctor

“Just You," "Deep River,” “Go Down, Moses™. __Buririgh
Address—"The Sclutson of the Race Problem in the Orient™
Juwane Faree Mazaxoansan: of Persa

“ Do as you woeld be dowe by."
~—~Zoreaster

—

“Thou shalt love thy seighbor as thyself ™

—Moses

—

Great Day of God

Creat ?ayolGod.lonw
of

Thy dawn we do prockim
Great day when ev'ry naton
Shall peaise Hn Holy Name,
Great Day of resurrection,
Of wmity and love,

Scon bright in all s splendor

Great D‘l of the unveiling
Of Truth's deep mystenes,
When every hdden secret
Of carth and and seas,
In all their rous beauty,
To man shall be revealed ;
Nor can an act or motive
By man now be concealed

Thy Ses shall shine above

Creat day of Might and Power, Gereat Day of Cod, All glorious ;
(O Knowlefze and of Light, Great Day of Peace, w0 blew

Nao clowds of superatition The of Thee Bbrags
Can pow bedim our w.
Grest Day, when ., the And D:;nvuym

Father, Creat of one relipion,
Is known o'cr ail the carth, When all are undersiood ;
And to His whole creation One fanh in Life Erernal,
Hath given & ne o tnrth, “One God, one Brotherhood,

Patrosesses
Mrs. Ernest Bickaell M Carcline I, Hemt
Mrs. Theodore Vernom flovnton  Miss Jula Lathrop
My, William E. Chamberin Miss rude MacArthur
Mrs. Lows Coben Mrs. Heney Oleveland Perking
Mrs. Coralie Franklin Cook wige Kathryn Sellers

M. Edward Costigan ime Fihel M. Smith
Mrs. Stephen B, Flkina Mry. Walter Ufford

M M Gﬂm Mes. M. C. VanWinkle
Mrs W;zun "ne

M Joy Webster
Mr< Lawra Williams
Committion of Arrangements
Mr. Fldridge Roger Boyle Mra. Gabeielle Pelham
Mrs. Qharles F. Haney Mrs. Arthor Jeffrey Parsons
Miss Martha Root e

e e e T
soon be an established fact™ d

—ANul Raha

No collection will be taken at any session.

—
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Reflections by M.F. Harris

- | attended every session, day and night ...

- Many times throughout the meetings did with much effort
restrain my tears. My heart leaped and throbbed and many
times almost burst within my breast.

| am a colored man ...

My race as a whole, [ believe, 1s quite ready to welcome the
glad day when all will be brothers. ...

The trouble is nearly unilateral. God give us the day.”

Source: ML.E. Harris (1525 “10” St. N.W., Washington, D(),
Note (May 22, 1921), National Baha'i Archives.

2 e A 2
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1921

S K ”_ ., T AP © No photos of first Amity
‘,’;v .“-»;;?.., O 5T 280 % Loy a]  Conference.

® 2nd Race Amity Conference
® Dec. 56, 1921

® (entral High School
Auditorium, Springfield, MA

® [Estimated attendance:

1200.

- 0
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‘Abdu’l-Baha on “Dr. Locke” & Convention

hadrat-i Daktur Lak in shakhs-i jalil fi al-haqiqih sazavar-i har sitayish ast.
tadarru’ bi-malakiit-i ilahi minamayam kih ta’yidi makhsiis bi-i farmayad.

. 1 ™ .. o "
SAUY OVAY Op

QQ&‘.;irCﬁat]“ ::&‘Uu; Pa
Dr. LOOKe=his diatl n;.,ul QL4 POTSQI GESETVES
I dmplore speglald oonfirunation for |

e Breatis of 1% Hi® honer,
ve

ry oonsideration.
ae Divine Kingdon,

-
“n

o
-~
L

b A N & & Yin

 LA0U SEesured
in the :"'t"‘-' D¢ @8 Taliislied AN
our Conveiion iws
\/1 i VA tlb ‘G.A.' o

wid o b '\;‘IIAJ"’oI:\’:* VIA\ r*'l -~ "l“o

viil vaa r 0.."'..\.5-\004 \.lf f’\lul’ ri Q& e

dike the Mother Convention whioh shall give

aere. il your Convention ©oe Le4d in the future

Tablet of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Agnes Parsons, July 26, 1921. Facsimile of Persian original from The Original Tablets from ‘Abdu’l-Baha Collection,
National Baha’i Archives, United States. Translation from Leone Barnitz Papers, Box 17: Agnes Parsons correspondence/‘Abdu'l-Baha.
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Locke: Baha'i Race Amity Committees

® National Amity Convention Committee (1924—1925).
® Racial Amity Committee (1925—1926).

® National Baha't Committee on Racial Amity (1927).

® National Inter-Racial Amity Committee (1927—1928).
® National Inter-Racial Amity Committee (1928—1929).
® National Inter-Racial Amity Commuittee (1929—1930).
® National Racial Amity Committee (1931-1932).




Q

Q
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Selected Race Amity Events

1924: The third “Convention for Amity Between
the White and Colored Races.” New York. March
28-30, 1924. Bah@’is invited: NAACP; National
Urban League; Committee on International
Cooperation of the League of Women Voters.
Speakers included Alain Locke; James Weldon
Johnson (NAACP secretary); Franz Boas
(Professor of Anthropology, Columbia University);
Jane Addams. “Put the New York Baha'i
community ... into the forefront of Baha'i racial
amity activities for many years to come.”

1924: The fourth “Convention for Amity Between
the White and Colored Races” “under the
auspices of the Bahai moment” was reported by
J.H. Gray, "Pennsylvania: Philadelphia News." The
Chicago Defender (1 Nov 1924): 6. Alain Leroy
[last name missing” spoke on “Negro Art and
Culture.”

@

1927: “Convention for Amity Between the Colored
and White Races.” July 1927. Green Acre, Eliot,
Maine. Louis Gregory: “Dr. Alain Locke ... spoke.”

Brochure of event lists members of the “National
Inter-racial Amity Committee” including “Dr. Alain
L. Locke.”

Lectures: “The New White Man” (Devere Allen);
“The New Negro,” by Prof. Leslie Pinckney Hill.

1932: New York. February 27, 1932. Baha’is hosted
an interracial banquet in honor of NAACP and
National Urban League. W.E.B. Du Bois gave a
short speech. According to The Chicago Defender,
Walter F. White, NAACP secretary, hailed “the
Baha’i movement” as “one of the great forces of
human understanding.”

1932: Los Angeles. February 27, 1932. At banquet
dinner, Chief Standing Bear offered a prayer and
spoke of peace as a covenant among all races.
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Mordecai
Johnson,

First Black

President
of Howard
University

Speaks at
1927
Washington
Race Amity
Event ...
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Alain Locke on Race Amity (1928)

Washington, which the penetrating
vision of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, in 1912, saw
as the crux of the race problem, and
therefore of practical democracy in
America, was for that reason
selected as the place for the first
convention under Baha’i auspices for
amity in inter-racial relations

(1921).
On November 10 and 11 (1927)

another of these conventions was
held in Washington,this time at the

-»- Mt. Pleasant Congregational Church

and the auditorium of The
Playhouse, under the now formally
organized Inter-racial Committee of
the Baha'is of Washington.

- Then followed Dr. Mordecai W.

Johnson, president of Howard
University, who spoke on “The
Conquest of Prejudice.”

- é Source: Alain Locke, “A Baha'i Inter-Racial

Conference.” The Baha'i Magazine (Star of

the West) 18.10 (January 1928): 315—
316.
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“Whites En

White
Baha’is
Guests

® “Fellowship

of the races
was the
keynote of a
two-day
interracial
conference
of the Bahai
Movement
at the New
York Urban
League.”

arlem

Y s

Racial Barﬁers Fall at Conférence

Of Bahai Groups Over Week-End Here

- e

Whites Entertained by Harlemites During
Two-Day Stay—Sincerity and Brotherly

Spirit as Path to Better Relations

—

 —— —— — .

!'-.'!c.--.j siap Ot the 1accs nas the kevnote of a two-day mter
factal ¢omnlerence «f the 132 .li nwovenient l'lwc .\_..f.-_;rd_\v a“d b‘il'.'
day at the New York Urlan League, 203 \West 196th Streer.

White members of the movemuent were the guests of Harlen

1930

[nh Harlem
Bah3d’is’

Homes

® “White

members of
the move-
ment were
the guests of
Harlem
members in
their
homes.”

B EEIEIGE AL
at Conference Of
Bahai Groups Over
Week-End

Here.” The New
York Amsterdam
News (Nov. 12,
1930): 14.
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14920 Race Amity Event, New York City
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Baha’is
hohor
NAACP

% February 27,
1932

® Held in honor of
the NAACP and
New York Urban
League “in
appreciation,”
Mrs. Loulie A
Mathews,
chairman of the
racial amity
committee of the
CELEY]
movement,
announced: “of
their service in
the cause of
justice and the
protection of the
Negro people.”

Two Groups Observe Interracial Day
Here With Banquet and Harlem Tour

Baha'i Committee Fetes N. A, A, C. P. and
vew York Urban League — Columbia
Professor Leads Party Downtown

ssrarday was iaterracial amity Jay in New York and Ne.
.. and v hites mot on twu fronts—a party of white people
:: = QireCtiun 3 I'readwell Smauh of Columbia L'nivcrm)_r n-
v3.ed Harlen winle ¢ciebrities ot 1his section of the city jour-
geved to the Sheiton Hotel, Lexington avenue, at Forty-ninth
reet, where they were banquet guests of the na'.lc:nal Baha’
ymtmittee for eacial amty, \ictories for better understanding
\ org Teported 1o Isoth fronts : an 1 no casnalities are histel,

*ne downicun Mecting Was held In”
¢ of e Nalional Asociation for |
Be AdvandemrsTl of Colgted People |
st e New Yok Urban League “in |
sopreciation.” Mrs, louie A,
MatTaws, CATTLAL of the raclal
axl.y commnuwe of e Baha'l move-
mens, atmocsoed, "0l thelr devoled
service 1o the oA of justios and the |

of O Negro people™ Mry, |
E: dorar of the DuBols
Puerwy e |
These wary briel talks aboul the |
velue and beauty of love, irtendship.
and ~eate 2y speakers—fourteen of
thess—coioved And white, Louls Q.
Oeeevey, w30 shared with Mrs
Mat=eos the dutles of presicing
ewer. Hooper M. Harrls, s stlor-
ney AS4 jeader in 1he  movement:
Mos Mary Hanlord Yeood, an active
Baralt: and Horace Holley, «ditor of
Were Thltr, joines  with  Mrs
Mathews In exiending soeelings Lo
the Tunts ADE expiaining he origin,
punpese aad methods of tha PBahal
goement
Response way =ade Wy W K B
DuBos. editor of the Crishh. Willlam

& Urban
League

#® Mrs. Mathews is

the donor of the
DuBois prize.”

# “Response was

made by W. E. B.
DuBois, editor of
the Crisis.”

“Two Groups Observe
Interracial Day Here
With Banquet and
Harlem Tour:

Baha’i Committee Fetes
N.A.A.C.P. and New
York Urban

League.” The New York
Amsterdam News
(March 2, 1932): 11.
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Boston

The Future
of Race Amity & Multiculturalism




..é.‘

Race Amity & “Unity in Diversity”

In “Unity through Diversity: A Baha'i
Principle” (1933), Locke wrote:

‘What we need to learn most is how to

discover unity and spiritual equivalence
underneath the differences which at present
so disunite and sunder us, and how to
establish some basic spiritual reciprocity on
the principle of unity in diversity.”

In 1944, at Hampton, Locke said this can be
done, in part, by “pleading and righting the
cause of any and all oppressed minorities”:
“Only by broadening our social minds ...
can we hope to become an integral part of
the progressive movement of the world

- - at large working for political, economic &

cultural democracy.”

Locke even suggested that the NAACP
“change its name to the “National
Association for the Advancement of
American Democracy.”

In “Cultural Relativism and Ideological
Peace” (1944), Locke envisioned a series of
“progressive integrations” that would take
place “in due course” and “step by step,
from an initial stage of cultural tolerance,
mutual respect, reciprocal exchange, some
specific communities of agreement and,
finally, commonality of purpose and action.”
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Discussion: Promoting Racial Amity

Discussion:

1

Beyond the “initial stage of
cultural folerance” that Locke
speaks of, how can we promote
“mutual respect, reciprocal
exchange, some specific

1

o

communities of agreement and, &2

finally, commonality of purpose . [
and action”? & Alain Locke (1941)
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Thank you for participating
in this Amity circle!




